


The Sons of Italy Western Foundation held its Annual Humanitarian and Leadership Awards Charity 
Gala on September 21 in Sacramento, California. Harry A. Merlo Sr. was honored with the “Year 
2002 Grand Lodge of California Humanitarian Award” for his philanthropy. Also honored was Mr. 
David J. Lucchetti, President of Pacific Building Products, Inc., with the “Year 2002 Business Leader 
Award”. Actor Dan Lauria accepted the Sons of Italy Western Foundation’s “Royal Court of the 
Golden Lion” donation on behalf of “Big Brother Big Sisters of America”. 

Honorary Chairman and special guest of Harry Merlo, Ernest 
Gallo, graciously donated his Gallo of Sonoma, Laguna Vine-
yard, 1999 Chardonnay for the event. Lago di Merlo Vine-
yards & Winery and Harry A. Merlo Jr. also donated a compli-
mentary red, 1999 Merlo Merlot, for the evening. 

The Sons of Italy Western Foundation, through projects and 
grant-making activities, helps educate and improve the lives of 
Italian-Americans. Since its inception, the Foundation has en-
hanced educational opportunities and experiences for high 
school students, and supported the preservation and promo-
tion of Italian-American culture. 

2000 Lago di Merlo Zinfandel  
A surprisingly "spicy" wine with tones of clove and nutmeg. Fruit foreword and well balanced on the 
back palate with a trace amount of residual sugar.   
Gold Medal Winner 2002 West Coast Wine Competition  
2000 Lago di Merlo Syrah  
This wine is bold and jammy with a defined tannin structure and flavors of ripe plum with a smoky 
cedar cigar box finish. Two different clones of Syrah went into this 100% Sonoma County hillside Dry 
Creek wine, making it unique and complex.   
Bronze Medal Winner 2002 West Coast Wine Competition  
2000 Lago di Merlo Cabernet Sauvignon  
This wine is a tribute to the varietal! It has a soft tannin structure with flavors of black licorice and 
ripe berries. The new French oak barrels selected for this wine lend a subtle "gun smoke" character 
to the nose. We recommend this wine for those who crave a bolder style red wine.  
1999 Lago di Merlo Merlot  
Merlo Merlot: not redundant, an authentic pairing! This silver medal winner is in its prime. It is a 
mouthful of bright fruit making one think of a freshly opened jar of homemade jam. This is our favor-
ite wine for the “Zuppa del Giorno” (soup of the day) in our home.   
Silver Medal Winner 2001/2002 West Coast Wine Competition 
Silver Medal Winner 2002 Grand Harvest Award 
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Market News Sonoma County wine is poised for greater respect  

The growth of the California wine industry encourages the marketplace to seek higher quality wines. 
Lago di Merlo views this growth as a positive. In typical California farmer fashion the call of the previ-
ous grape shortage was answered with “gusto”. Wine grapes were planted in areas of the state previ-
ously unknown to wine grape production. Although vineyard production occurs in many areas of 
California, these regions produce grapes on land traditionally farmed (and better suited) for growing 
cotton, peaches and almonds. 

With the anticipated return of traditional farming in these regions, the heart of California wine coun-
try, Sonoma, Napa and Mendocino Counties, will likely resume their status as California’s premiere 
wine region. In this region families have cultivated the practice of making fine wine for generations. 
With history and fortitude on their side, these families will remain in the industry producing California 
wines the world has come to respect and enjoy.  

 

“Now, more 

than ever, keen 

attention to 

quality is crucial 

to a wine’s 

achievement” 

Harry Merlo Sr. and 
Ernest Gallo  

Cabernet Sauvignon 

John Parducci, Ernest Gallo and 
Harry Merlo Sr. 






